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Abstract

The Internet is the most participatory form
of communications in history, yet developed

to seek, receive and impart information.

Digital media has provided an
unprecedented opportunity in history
for fragile, marginalized and voiceless
communities to express their views and

communicate with others.

The number of smartphones is more than
the population of most Arab countries, and
each citizen has more than a smart phone

connected to the Internet.

The ICTs revolution has brought enormous
benefits to humanity, but it has also
provided a new avenue by misusing them to
commit crimes such as money-laundering,
profiteering, drugs, gambling or crimes such
as defamation, incitement to violence and

hate speech.

The misuse of this medium and its
derivatives - social media platforms- is
carried out by a few users and should not

obscure consideration of its great benefits.

Because its power and influence, the new
media has become a subject of discussion
in most countries with the aim of
controlling its content and what should be

published.

Arab governments have confronted this
*freedom technology™ by reactive vs
proactive response approach and have
viewed the ICTs revolution as a challenge
to their authorities rather than an

opportunity.

13 Arab countries have enacted separate
legislation to deal with cybercrime, while
the rest apply general rules to these new

crimes.

Most of these laws don't meet the
international standards of freedom of
expression and they go beyond legitimate
restrictions in democratic systems to
impede dialogue and curb freedom of

expression.
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Expression at the University of Gothenburg in collaboration with Nordicom, Sweden, page 125. *Previous research has identified information control

as one of the most common traits of authoritarian regimes. With the advent of the Internet, however, attempts the ability to maintain a total

blackout of selected types of information, such as anti-regime messages, dissident videos, etc., has weakened. This article uses Syria as a case study

to illustrate that despite the country’s regime’'s pervasive Internet censorship methods of blocking dozens of websites, access to those websites

remained possible. This was due to the emergence of censorship circumvention tools, which the present author argues are a form of liberation

technology”.

© Matt J. Duffy (2014). Arab Media Regulations: Identifying Restraints on Freedom of the Press in the Laws of Six Arabian Peninsula Countries.

Berkeley J. Middle E. & Islamic L. 1(2014)
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See also: Soengas-Pérez, Xosé (2013). The Role of the Internet and Social Networks in the Arab Uprisings An Alternative to Official Press Censorship.

Comunicar, 2013, vol. 21, n. 41, pp. 147-155.
http://eprints.rclis.org/19787/1/en147-155.pdf
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