Aunt Lara!
Aunt Lara!

Tell us how caved Europe? Me?
you saved Who said that ?

But take a seat and :
put o your glasses... .. I'll show you some pictures.

: - Here you see where (was living with
my mother 60 years ago.

BACK TO THE GRASS ROQOTS



Right next tous an empty factory, likeso many | wished | could have moved 3way Like my neigh-
others in our city. bours. But who gives 3 woman in a wheelchair work?

You alreaduy Vs, since my accident.
whieelchan? S rmoney for everything:

= food, rent, insurance.
=21 Toget money, someone
' had to give you work.
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Of the people remaining few had jobs, Everyone  Afraid of the future. And many were angry
was afraid. because they felt cheated.

was there no Yes, but not
mongy at all enough to live 3
without work? comtortable Lik b,

Angl not enough for the phusictherapy | needed
every week..




My luck, that [ met Ajsha. She was happy to
have something to occupy herself.
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Ajsha .lwed in a former hotel that was being used
as a refugee gshelter
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| watched her housemates (n the windows. They
had much (255 freedom.
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She's your great-grandmother! we qun:i:ird became
best friends

Heu, thep the
baby 15 our
grandmother!
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A terrible war was
raging there.
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Thanks to her baby, she had permission to leave
the shelter daily.
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Something else caught my attention: the old
walnut tree.
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The colourful foliage reminded me of when | was Wwhy did our town have so few trees? Why was it
still able to kick through piles of dny leaves grey everywhere ?

Funderstood ihat the whole city was reallg aprison. Are Fugea 5 hfe muﬁ-t not be betler H‘IEI.H that of
3 normal city dweller.

Even though there was 50 much unused (3nd around  Should ik not be possible ko free both, refugees
those ola tactories. and land?

Instead ot (anguishing in cramped holel reems, these The city government should step un and use this ideg!
people could be out here, crealing 4 green paradise.
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Suddenly | was in charge, with a salany and Cold office spaces instead of hotel rooms . How
accountability! would people react?

This was full of
parking lots
and buildings?

Thanks to Ajsha
everything
workedl out

The refugees were competent and motivated Meanwhile the government had other tasks in
partners. ynind for us.
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The entire city's household garbage was dumped  We were supposed to Sort it and finance ourselves
in our hall. with the raw materials we reclaimed ,
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What do | do with plastics, metals and glass? - She was right: We needed compost! The garbage
Ajsha said: « Everything isfing!" contained plenty of food-waste,

Behind +he hall some ground had already been  Thanks to the rubbish bags, it would create
cleared: hard. solid eaith, fertile soil in the Spring

Small areas, many
workers, no machines:
what kind of faﬂ‘-'!lﬂg Food from natural
is sulted tnere? ecosystems!
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| carefully chose companion plants forpurcrops.  The crowdfunding for our project -ﬁmt viral,

b addition to the recycling products came more  We became the flourishing center of trade.
and moi¢ fresh vegetables.

Visitors planning 5Lhﬂitar prn_’;ﬂcfﬁ came fromm Perniless refugees had become sought- aFf.Er
niear anad far. Expn?rts
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And the government

Neighbours who were once il = 2
E & dida't harass you?

foreign to €3cn other, got
to kriow one another
by working collectively.



Oh, our qrass roots movement eclipsed the
nationalists. They lost power soon atterwards.

Similar projects were begiining )
@J| everuwhere. My people traveled e e o
s consulkants throughout Europe. )= | Once more people believed
T T B a1 in thair own credtive power
i r'.._.:l s §l-y :!...:- 1' -

- 2 and were no longer afraid
s NoAf R S of the future.
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Mo one cared about whidn ¥~ =
nation sormeone came rom. really No! You aré the
Thie thinds !;:EE-P_I_E' had llwq iy did save great-grandchildren
i‘?‘““‘g‘:‘ﬁﬂ‘* Ll Ml Europe! of the woman who did.
impertar
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