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In the beginning, there was war. 

Then a project was set up to bring peace and 

prosperity to Europe. Today, it has grown to be an ever 

closer union of 28 very diverse member states. 

In recent years, the European project has been braving 

troubled waters. Though it remains a fascinating idea, 

it is struggling with low popularity. 

Imagine you could fast-forward in time… anytime into 
the future, be it 2025, 2050 or 2500. What do you think 

Europe will look like? Will the European Union stick 
together and master its challenges as one? What role will 

it play in the world? How will we live? Which scientific innovations will shape our everyday life? 

That was the task the 

Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom 

had set for the second edition of the International Comics 

Competition Animate Europe. Out of 60 entrants from 

23 countries, seven finalists looked into their crystal ball 

and sent us their story about the future of Europe.
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The Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom is the German foundation for liberal policies. We seek to advance the idea 
of freedom both within Germany and abroad as a pillar of an open society.

In Germany, we offer various platforms for an exchange of information and experience on present-day topics. We focus on 
education in order to promote a greater understanding of politics, and wish to inspire citizens to get involved actively in political 
processes.

Abroad, we promote human rights, rule of law and democratic structures as well as market economy in more than 
60 countries worldwide through the support of local, regional, and national initiatives and organisations, think tanks and 
political parties. 

At the European and Transatlantic Dialogue, we discuss and develop liberal approaches and solutions for European and global 
challenges in cooperation with European thought leaders and decision-makers, as well as our partners worldwide.

The Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom 
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                                 Two years ago, 

         we asked graphic novelists from all over 

           the world for the first time to Animate Europe. 

   The results were very inspiring, the exhibition has 

attracted more than 40.000 visitors and 11.000 copies 

          of the book have found their readers. 

              Many more have followed the stories 

                          on the internet.

                                       This year, 

                       encouraged by this overwhelming 

              response, we again asked graphic novelist to 

             fast forward in time and look into their crystal ball:  

      What will Europe, what will the European Union look like 

in 50, 100, 250 years? There are stories about economic and 

             social hardship, about war and environmental crisis. 

                 But there are also stories about friendship and the 

                     ability to solve problems together, about helping

                    each other and a common cultural heritage.

                      Europe Fast Forward 

                       is a rich collection 

            of comics as diverse in approach, 

      topic and style as the European Union and 

its 28 members. The artists provide a lot of food 

     for thought and debate. That’s what we want to 

     encourage with this competition. We are looking for 

      ideas for a better, brighter common European future. 

               To quote Lotte whom you will get to know  

                      in this book: “United in diversity, 

                      we will become boundless.”

Enjoy the read!



                S
ince the comic is possibly the most 

     accessible form of literature, it is the perfect medium 

      to pass on a message to a large audience. 

It gave me great pleasure to see how this year’s finalists 

of Animate Europe expressed their concerns about 

the future of Europe in a constructive way through 

                  
                  

    their comics.

Willem De Graeve

                            Global initiatives like Animate Europe           prove that there has never been a better time for comics     than now. It’s the perfect medium to talk about everything and let everyone can have their own voice. When we put words and pictures together, we can produce things which,                     as Goethe predicted in 1831, 
            “can surpass all expectations”.

Paul Gravett

              It was a very rewarding experience 

         to see stories develop from scratch. 

        This competition showed once again that 

complex stories – such as on the future of Europe – 

             can be told in a seemingly playful way.

Valérie Constant

               A comic seems to emerge out of nothing: 

          The artist sits in front of a blank paper and creates a 

    new world with each stroke of his pen, panel after panel, 

         page after page. With his pen or brush, but most of all with 

          his dreams, wishes, longings and visions. The European idea

                 developed in much the same way. 

                                Dreams and visions shape the future. 

Andreas C. Knigge

                   Initiatives like Animate Europe show 
             that the hopes, fears and reflections regarding 
             the future are varied, yet similar at the core. 
               Just as the countries in Europe. A comic being 
              a combination of text and picture is the ideal medium 
                                   to express these ideas.

Birgit Weyhe



is a publicist, lector, translator and literary agent. He was co-founder and editor 
of the magazine Comixene and later editor-in-chief at Carlsen’s. He published 
several books on comics, lastly the biographies of Charles M. Schulz and Hansrudi 
Wäscher. 

is a graphic novelist and illustrator. She holds a degree in German literature 
and illustration. On behalf of the Goethe Institut she gave workshops in various 
countries and teaches at the Hamburg University of Applied Sciences. For her 
latest project she received the Comicbuchpreis 2015.

is a London-based freelance journalist, curator, lecturer, writer and broadcaster 
who has been working in comics publishing and promotion since 1981. He is the 
founder of Escape Magazine and writes articles on comics appearing in the UK 
magazine Comics International, as well as a monthly column for ArtReview. He 
has written for various periodicals and is the author of several books on comics, 
including Manga.

is the founder and director of the communications agency Apropos. She started 
her career as a journalist, worked as Head of Communications for several cultural 
institutions, among which the Belgian Comics Strip Center, and the comics 
publishers Casterman and Fluide Glacial.

is the director and communications manager of the Belgian Comic Strip Center 
in Brussels. He has written several articles about comics, including a literary 
analysis of an album by Jacques Martin. He also regularly gives lectures on the 
history of Belgian comic strips at home and abroad. 
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is a comic generator. He has studied urban planning at Roskilde University and 
comics at Serieskolan in Malmö. He has been self-publishing mini comics for the 
last couple of years, while living off the generosity of others. This winter his first 
non-self-published book will hit the bookshelves.

works as a civil servant in the town hall of Cádiz. He draws comics as a hobby, 
as a way to express his dreams. He has been awarded several prizes in Spain, 
such as Fernando Quiñones, IAJ, Expocomic, Astillero, Fecinema, Dos Hermanas, 
Ganorabako, Portugalete and others.

is a graphic journalist living in Amsterdam. She enjoys turning complex infor-
mation into clear drawn explanations with a human story, e.g. a series about 
the elections for the European Parliament and a story about the rise of the sea 
level in Amsterdam. She is editor-in-chief of Drawing the Times, international 
platform for graphic journalism that will go live this year.

works as an illustrator, teacher and artist. She holds a BA in Illustration, and an 
MA in Art and Design Education. She teaches art to teenagers, takes illustration 
work and is involved in many creative projects. She recently won the runners 
up Big Draw Award. Illustration clients include CBBC and Topman. Comics work 
has been published by Soaring Penguin Press, Solipsistic Pop and Bedlam comics. 
Ongoing projects include Real TV Wisdom, What Birds are Really Thinking and 
the Facebook Portrait Project. 

works as an illustrator and designer at PicsArt Photo Studio and as a freelance 
comic artist and illustrator. She graduated from the Yerevan Academy of Fine 
Arts Department of Graphic Arts and currently studies at LICONOGRAF comics 
school (Strasbourg). She illustrated the children‘s book „Shoghik Shaghik“ by 
Khatchik Hrachyan and the novels “I draw” by Silva Hovhannisyan. She partici-
pated in the competitions of the Angouleme Comics Festival in 2012, 2013, and 
2014, as well as in many other competitions.

works as an educator and studys history, stories, poems at the university. Her 
whole life she has been painting and drawing passionately. Over the years she 
learned different techniques and tried many styles which she also likes to mash 
up. Apart from that she writes stories poems and lyrics. Because Comics combine 
both elements, drawing and story-telling, it has become her favorite genre.

are working with Independent Publishers and keeping busy with their original 
creations. They have been working together as STARTWO since 2005 when they 
self-published their first comic magazines. Since then, this dynamic duo has 
been collaborating in the creative field as colourists, illustrators, concept artists 
and comic artists. They have also organised workshops and worked for both the 
Japanese Embassy in Lisbon and London, providing the latter with the leaflet for 
their competition Manga Jiman after winning that competition in 2012. 
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Sara Ferreira & Gisela Martins (Portugal)

Jenny Robins (Great Britain)

Bue Bredsdorff (Denmark)

Eva Hilhorst (Netherlands)

Nicole Knötig (Germany)

Maran Hrachyan (Armenia)

Domingo Pozanco (Spain)



Bue Bredsdorff 
Europe 2065 
Fast forward... but the world keeps turning

Domingo Pozanco Torrejón 
A dream for Europe 
Fast forward... towards a Europe of citizens

Eva Hilhorst 
After the tempest
Fast forward... weathering the storm together

Jenny Robins 
Europeland
Fast forward... while keeping traditions alive

Maran Hrachyan 
Europe is a Human Being
Fast forward... to more tolerance

Nicole Knötig 
The Union 
Fast forward... towards separation

Sara Ferreira and Gisela Martins 
Boundless
Fast forward... and stay united
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In the beginning, there was war. 

Then a project was set up to bring peace and 

prosperity to Europe. Today, it has grown to be an ever 

closer union of 28 very diverse member states. 

In recent years, the European project has been braving 
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